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Statement of Intent

The KS3 Humanities curriculum has been purposefully designed to be ambitious, relevant and engaging for all pupils. It provides a broad and balanced programme of study that deepens knowledge and secures key disciplinary skills. 
 
The inclusion of local history strengthens pupils cultural capital and sense of identity, while dedicated units on the British Empire develop an understanding of Britain's global role.
 
The systematic teaching of map skills, including opportunities for outdoor and fieldwork activities, promotes geographical enquiry and application of knowledge in real contexts. 
 
Within Religious Studies, pupils learn about the founders, beliefs and key festivals of major world faiths, developing respect, empathy and an understanding of diversity. 
 
The curriculum is carefully sequenced and adapted to meet the needs of all learners, including those with SEND, ensuring that every pupil is able to access, engage with and achieve within Humanities.

	Term
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2
	National Cur. Link

	Subject
	History
	Geography
	Religious Studies
	

	Themes/ Topics
	Local History


	Medieval England
	Map Skills
	Climate Change
	Founders
	Festivals
	History “Pupils should identify significant events, make connections, draw contrasts, and analyse trends within periods and over long arcs of time”

	Content
	· Introduction to Local History
· Islington through time
· Islington and social reform
· Islington in the 20th Century
· Local history enquiry and community walk

	· The Norman Conquest
· The Magna Carta
· Life in medieval England
· Medieval Medicine and Public Health
· Religion in medieval times



	· Grid references
· Human features
· Physical features
· Relief and contour lines
· Symbols
· Scale
· Online mapping
	· Weather and Climate

· The earth’s changing climate

· Evidence for climate change

· Causes of climate change

· Renewable energy

	· Siddhartha Gautama
· Abraham
· Jesus
· Muhammad
· Guru Nanak
	·  Vesak
· Passover
· Christmas 
· Easter
· Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr
· Vaisakhi
	Geography:
“...build on their knowledge of globes, maps and atlases and apply and develop this knowledge routinely in the classroom and in the field”

	Learning Outcomes
	Understand what Local History is and why it matters

Identify key historical features of Islington using maps and sources

Trace the chronological development of Islington from medieval to modern times

Explain Islington’s role in social reform movements

Evaluate the significance of individuals and institutions

Examine how Islington was affected by the World Wars and post war changes




	Understand why there were 3 claims to the throne  in 1066.

Explain how William consolidated his power.

Define the terms ‘democracy’ and ‘rights’

Analyse the significance of the Magna Carta

Describe aspects of medieval life in England 

Identify medieval beliefs about medicine and disease
	Understand how grid references work

Identify the human features on a map

Identify physical features on a map

Identify relief using an OS map

Define a list of symbols on a map

Explain why scale is important on a map

Understand the advantages/limitations of digital mapping vs. paper maps




	Define weather and climate

Understand how climate change is measured

Explain the causes of climate change
Know about the effects of climate change

Know what individuals and the UK government can do to reduce the risk of climate change.

	Identify the founders of the major world religions

Describe key events, teachings and values associated with each founder

Explain the historical and cultural context in which each founder lived

Recognise how the life and message of each founder shaped the development of their religion



	Identify and describe major religious festivals from different faith traditions
Explain the religious and historical significance of each festival

Recognise key symbols rituals and practices associated with these celebrations

Evaluate the continuing relevance of religious festivals in multi faith and secular contexts






	Islington RS Agreed Syllabus Link
 “Show something of the diversity of religion/worldviews (across time and place; within and between traditions) by using examples and case studies.”

	Skills
	Chronological understanding (timelines)

Cause and consequence - Identify short and long term causes

Source evaluation

Significance – judge why some people/events/developments are seen as historically significant

	Basic map reading

Using online mapping to navigate a journey

Geographical Enquiry

Data handling and interpretation

Critical thinking and evaluation
 

	Use religious vocabulary accurately

Knowledge retrieval and recall

Interpreting sacred texts/ sources

Comparative skills – identifying similarities and differences between founders and their teachings

Present ideas clearly through discussion, writing and creative tasks




	

	Key Questions
	How has Islington changed over time?

What was life like for ordinary people living in Islington in the past?

How did national events affect Islington?

How did Islington respond to social challenges like poverty and inequality?


	Who should have been King in 1066?

How did William gain control of England after 1066?

Why has Magna Carta been remembered as such an important document?

What was life like for peasants in medieval England?

How did people try to prevent or treat disease?






	What is a map?

How far is it from A to B?

What does this map show me?

How can I use a map to plan a journey?
	What is the difference between weather and climate?

How do we know climate change is happening?

How do humans impact climate change?

What can we do to reduce the risk of climate change?
	What core teachings and values did each founder share with their followers?

Why do founders often become role models for their communities?

Are the messages of religious founders timeless or do they need reinterpretation for today?
	Why do people celebrate festivals?

What do different religious festivals have in common?

How do festivals differ in the way they are celebrated around the world?

Are festivals more about faith, family or community?
	

	Assessment
	Create a poster, short video or photo story about one site’s history.
	Design a front page covering an historical  event you have studied.
	"You are planning a journey from our school to Angel station. Use the map provided to answer the set questions”
	Write a letter to the Prime Minister with your demands for what the UK government can do to reduce the risk of climate change
	Project work: poster or presentation on a founder’s life and legacy.
	Interview with a festival participant. Pupils script and perform (or record) an interview with a believer celebrating a festival.
	



	
	
	



